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TO THE 


CHURCH „ CHRIST, 


223 with the 


Auviroxy that Ratedly Attends oy 


Miniſtry, 1 wiſh all Grace, Mercy 
and Peace. 4 . 


w_ a re Jed; actor hls 


|  publich, but by the preſſing \Defires 
of many of You, which has induced 
me to comply with your Requeſt, 


though T- bave been for ſome Weeks 'wave= © 
ring in my Mind concerning it; yet fince I > 
-| have Reaſon to bope, that when this Sermon 
va preached amongſt Tu, that the Lord 
Ia. * ta attend it, thereby to male ſome 


A. * 3 


i Et Deditation. 
Impreſſions upon ſome young Ones that Day, he 
I hope, - F it be the Pleaſure of the Lard 70 Re 
add his Bleſſing in the Peruſal of it, tbat zt 
may be a ſecond Time uſeful unto err ad; 
| that if Convictions were then faſtened upon for 
their Minds, or the Work begun helped for- 
ward, I ſhall baue Pleaſure to fee the Work 
of the Lord proſper in his Hands, who will 
ndt break the bruiſed Reed, f 1 the 
Imoaking Flax. ä : : 


This Providence, J TY has had its U} 
already i in ſome Meaſure, to encourage others 
150 join themſelves unto the Lord in à Covenant 
not ro be forgotten. Since I Hast miniſter d 
amongſt You, many from among ii US, as 4 lo from 
amongſt You, are now at Reſt in the filent 
Grave. And ſince the Preaching of this Ser- 
"mon, Two of our Brethren are called Home: 
5 But, bleſſed be the Lord, we are favoured to 
ſſe them go to Heaven, not in a. Cloud, but 
in a Chariot paved with Love, for the Sons and 
NMaughters of Jeruſalem. The many Removes 
ll . chat be bath made! Yet You of this Church 
me great Reaſon to rejoice, that be is yet 
building up the Tabernacle of David, and tbe 
Ruin ä cbt * bath made: For 4 
Nr be N 


- 1 


he is the hs * the. Ham and the 
Reſtorer of Paths to dwell in; for be has 
not left q bit Kindneſs. to tbe Living, but 


at our Gates are all Manner of pleaſant Fruits 
for our Beloved. Therefore. let theſe. kind 


and gracious Appearances of our dear Lord 


Ver us, make us more thankful and chearful 


in his Service, though ue 1 be little . 
* Werben of , e 

1 8 8 er mono of this Kind a are 8 run 
W and the Expeftations of Perſons are 
commonly great with regard unto the Chara- 


der of the Deceaſed. I neither like the Place 


for it, nor the T. bing it ſelf: Encomiums on 


the Dead are oftentimes ſo fulſome, that while 


the Preacher is applauding of, them for their 


\ Excellencies, it may be, one half of the Con- 


gregation is ready to condemn him, and think 


it more for Hire than any 7 bing elſe tbat 


the Mag ſpeaks. 1 muſt confeſs, the many 


ſuch that I have heard, has given me a great 


Diſflike unto Sermons. of. this Kind; yet I can, 
with Pleaſure, preach- on theſe. Occafions, to 
improve the Providences unto the Li ving; 3 and 
\think. I ſhould be untind to refuſe the Requeſt 
| Pg Ons * let ee defire F me to 


make 
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A —— the RY i thit Grate 
De Dad pere, or thoſe Comforts that 
re Banded In by uny Word'of the Lord, that 


* hight be PHbIiſBed to others fur the ſpiritual 


Benefit and Comfort of their Soulr; at was'the 
Cafe of this" young Plunt. Theſe Words "bad 
dern of great Uſe to bin, as I And by the Co- 
Pier , fene DTerters that de "left bebind 

bim. When be firſt come under the Miniſtry 
_ of this Church, he was filled with Prejudice 
un ſome of the Docrrines f the Goſpel 
But The Lord war "pleaſed to remove rhein all, 


an made him in lobe with the” pure Grace If 


* "Gol, ar Uipleyeu in the everlaſting Love 
"Father, Son, and Spirit, as it's tbe ſam: 


Yeherday, to Day, und.) 


* of Soul after Glory, t be with Chriſt; and 
I dave thought, "that" that particular Circun- 
der that be met with tbe Day be gave in 


75 It Experience amongſt us, foreboded bis d- 
den Remove from us. T ſhall not now relate. 


i lu bell Brown to ny ſelf and orbers) 15 
ts "ſhould Bectme the Feſt and Banter ef Per- 

„ont in this Day" of Tncreuulity and Unbeliefþ, 
He Wat" hiibion to nun) of Vu but attend: 


e de * Taken, * abe wh "bow 
a 


"ever. In bis Lei- 
ters I find in uncommon Defire and Breath. 


Bed 3 vi 
Jn. You honour the. Lord The Lad ſaith, 
He thay honqurs me, I will honour. One: 
„u, Sins, to. bonaur: Chriſt, is to. give «up, 
„Inu Names, to bim, whats: Your Frince. VV 
z iu have taſted. that bs is gr geit. this, 5s 
% ue: Way, to demonſtrate. Your, lde te hm 
co. If = Man love me. he will, aich Cbriſt. 


keep my Commandments, and I will love 
him, and will manifeſt my ſelf unto him. 


fery In bi: Church he dwells; that is his Courts; 
there be is to be ſeen and converſed with; | 
this it bis Garden, into which be comes to 
rather . Lilies, and, ſhould. it not be Your 
Concern, that, when be comes to gather You 
by Death, You may be found in bis Gar- 
len, and not in an unincloſed. Field or Com» 
mon, as the World unto the Saints is, doing 


ervee far bim in his Church? 


I have made ſome Addition unto this Ser- > 
non, though not much, but have kept as much 
T I could to what I delivered amongſt Nu. 2 T 
2 rf have added the Song that was ſung at the | . 
Y if loſe of the Lord's Supper, which was ſo r.. 
Ow Teſping to bis Soul, as it was the laſt. Time . 
+ K ow e Was amorg us, And now, my dear Bree 
; e 12 and Fri ends, * n. Nu, and 
al 1 ON. this 


end 
cum- 
be in 


vii Dedication. 
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this" plain Performance, unto the Word of 
Bit Grate; "for A — Biging. who is 
able to build Voù up, and give Vou an An- 
Heritance, amongſt — that are ſanctified. 
And defire Nur Prayers for me, That I may 

finiſh my Courſe” with Joy, and tha. 
iy which T have received of che Lord. 1177 
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JO B xIv. 14, 15. 


If Man die, ſhall he live again? 
All the Days of my appointed Time 
will I wait till my Change come. 
Thou jhalt call, and I will anfwer 
thee: Thou wilt have a Defire to 
the Work of thine Hands. 


HE wiſe Man Solomon tells us, that 
no Man knowetb either Love, or 
Hatred, by all that is before us *. 
And were the Children of God to 
EY. make a Judgment of their State by the Diſ- 
P penſations of Divine Providences towards 
them, they would be caſt; But we bave a 
more ſure Word of Prophecy, ubereunto we 
do well to take heed, as unto, a Light that 
\. I rneth in a dark Place*. For as many as 
"" Þ are led by the Spirit of God, they are the Sons 
I/ God*. Job's Name ſeemed to pourtray 
what the Lord deſigned to do with him; 
I for his Name, as one obſerves, ſignifies, 


3 2 y Eccleſ. ix. 5 | 0 2 Pet. i. 19. 2 Rom 111. viii, 14. : 
B ſor- 


2 The Lord's Deſire to the 


ſorrowful, hated, or howling out; the Tri- 
als he paſſed under, and his Diſtreſs in them, 
diſcover his Sorrowfulneſs; and how he was 
ſhot ar, and malign'd by Satan, diſcovers 
that he was hated of him; the Inſtrument 
be makes uſe of, his Wife, to add to his 
Affliction, and the Anguiſh of his Soul un- 
der the fame, made him break out with 
thoſe dreadful clamours againſt God in cur- 
ſing of his Birth, Chap. the Third. This 
why more fitly be called Howling than the 
Language of a Child of God, Yer through 
all the Lord brought Job out of this Affli- 
ction, as Gold from the Furnace well re- 
fined. In this Chapter Fob ſpeaks of what 
Man is born: unto, Trouble, the Lot of 
all Men; and 70 knew what Door this 
came in at, for he was not a Stranger unto 
Sin in its original, as we ſtood in Adam *, 
for he ſpeaks of Adam's Tranſgreſſion, or 
Iniquity. He alſo was experimentally led 
to know the Corruption of his Nature, as, 
when he ſaith, Ibo can bring a clean Thing 
out of an unclean? no, not one, ver. 4. Nay, 


he ſeemerh to ſuppoſe, that to ſome, Trou-ſj 


bles don't end here by Death, as in the Caſe 
of the Wicked, for they ſhall live again in 
the Body to know Sorrow and Trouble wore 
than before, when they ſhall —= the Fruit 


of their Doings, and in the Sparks 1 have 


4 Job XXXi. | 33. | 
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word of bis Hands.” 3 


kindled, they ſhall lie down in Sorrow*; which 


may be gathered from the Similitude Fob 
makes uſe of ro ſet out the Doctrine of the 
Reſurrection by, in ver. 7. to the 12th. 
Tho' this will be the Condition of all the 
Ungodly of the World ; yer the Saints, as 
they lay down all Troubles at Death, fo they 
ſhall take none of them up in that Morning, 
but be filled with Joy CI and full of 
Glory. 

Theſe Words of Job 8, Now rend unto you, 
I have been deſired by our deceaſed Brother, 
a young Flower gathered our of this encloſed 
Garden, to preach from to you, the Living 
in Feruſalem: They had been Words of 
Comfort and Joy unto his Soul, fince he 
knew the Lord, and found them pleaſant i in 
his-Death, when he told ſome of you, the 
ſaſt Lord's Day, That the Time of his De- 
parture was at hand, and that he ſhould be 
cut off from the Land of the Living: And 
was not ſtartled at the Stroke, for he knew 
in whom he had believed. The Words of 


che Text 1 ſhall ger in the SY 
Þ Manner, ft 


1 Take Notice IG f Jobe Gees, If 4 


Man die, ſhall he live again? 


1 Shew, that the Days of the ate 


Service, Trials, and Afflictions, are all 


. 1 .. es. 


0 * 
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4 The Lord's Defire to the 
appointed by the Lord; infinite Wil- 
dom has bounded them. 
III. Shew, what this waiting and longing 
of Job's was for, Till my Change come 
and ſhew what Change this is; and let 
you ſee, that not one of us is exempred 
from it. 
IV. Shew, what the Work of God' s Hands 
is in the Text; and let you ſee, how 
the Lord has a Deſire to this Work of 
his Hands. Like a curious Arrtificer, 
as one expreſſeth 3 who, when he has 
made a curious Piece of Work, takes it 
all to pieces, yet in Time, from the 
Deſire he hath to it, he puts it together 
again. So will the Lord do to the Work 
of his Hands 3 in the Text. 


e ſhall enter upon the Queſtion it 
ſelf, and 9 8 N to it in che nn Man- 
ner. 

1. We may ſuppoſe, ws be puts a nega- 
tive upon the Queſtion; no, he can't live 
again; that is, ſo as he once did, to enjoy 
his Poſſeſſions, his Friends and Companions, 
and return to his former Station of Life.; no, 
this is a vain Hope, and yet ſome ſuch chere 
have been, that 'bave talked at that rate“ 
Buc Fob knew — he e that at 


s "'# ; Cary! = Job. 


Limeſtreet Sermons, Gill upon the Reſurrection, vol II. 
. 86 5 
Death 
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Death 


Work of his Hands. 3 
Death he ſhould, as you and I ſhall, take a 
total Farewel of all our Companions and 
Fellow-ſaints. This was Job's Judgment in 
the Matter, Chap. vii. 8, 9, 10. The Eye of bim 
that hath ſeen me ſhall ſee me no more : Thine 
Eyes are upon me, and I am not: So be that 
goeth down unto the Grave ſhall come up no 
more: He ſhall return no more to bis Houſe, 
neither ſhall his Place know him any more. 
This was the Faith of all the Saints of old. 
Thus | Hezekiah opens his Complaint i, 7 
ſaid in the Cutting off of my Days, I. ſhall go 
to the Gates of the Grave: I am deprived of 
the Reſidue of my Years, IT faid, I ſhall not 
fee the Lord, even the Lord, (which I un- 
derſtand to be the Meſſias that he expected) 
in the Land of the Living : I ſhall. behold 
Man no more, with the Inhabitants of the 
World. He knew that he ſhould then con- 
verſe no more with the Lord in his Temple 
and Worſhip, as he had done; no more go 
up in Company with the Saints to keep an 
holy Day: No, we cloſe our Eyes upon all 
this in Death, and to this Work, Worſhip, 
Converſe, and Communion with the Saints 
in this World, we return no more. 
2. Neither doth Fob make any doubt of the 
Doctrine of the Reſurrection, in this Que- 
ſtion, Fa Man die, ſhall he live again? No. 
This was one Article in Job's Creed he was 


i Ia. xxxvilic 10, 11. 
well 


G The Lord's Dire to the 
well inſtructed in, and that for himſelf, 3. 
which is more than to believe it barely as a here 
Doctrine: I know, ſaith he, that my Re- be {| 
deemer liveth, and that he ſhall ſtand at the N. 
[! latter Day upon the Earth : And though af- 

| 

| 


ter my Skin, Worms deſtroy this Body, yet in | 
my Fleſh ſhall I fee God, whom I ſhall ſee for | 
my ſelf, and mine Eyes ſhall. behold, and not 
another's, though my Reins be conſumed within 
me. Indeed, when the Body ſhall thus live 
| again every Eye ſhall fee him, and for them- 
| ſelves too; but not as Fob ſpeaketh. Oh 
| how dreadful a Sight will that be, when 
| like Balaam, They ſhall ſee him, but not 
| nigh ; that is, not nigh by Relation and In- 
| | tereſt, as their Friend and Goel, near Kinſ- 
| man, as Job ſhould: This Doctrine the 
Church was, by the Light of Revelation, 


| | treined up in, in all Ages. Daniel ſpeaks of 
| it in his Book; and J/aiab, and David, and 
| the reſt of the Prophets. They ſhall, bat 


| fleep' in the Duſt of the Earth, awake, ' ſome 
„ to everlaſting Life, and ſome to Shame and 
118 ewerlaſting Contempt. This Doctrine has | 
Wk - ever ſupported the Faith of the Saints, in For 

II; hopes of ſeeing Chriſt for themſelves, a8 
wn their Redeemer, and converſing with the 
1a Saints again. Martha knew this, and de- 
1 clares her Faith in it, 7 now, faith ſhe, Pope 
that be ſhall riſe again in the Reſurrection at 


the laſs Day . Bur, 1 Eid = Ma 
* Pan. xii. 2. chm xi. 24. | - 


Worb of bis Hands. 7 

ſelf, 3. We may. ſuppoſe. the Words of Fob 
as a H here (1f a Man die, ſhall be live again?) to 
Re- be ſpoken in a Way of Admiration, as a di- 
be vine Extaſy of Joy — Gladneſs, to ſet forth 
af- the Wiſdom and Power of God, in that ſtu- 

tin pendious Work of God in the Reſurrection 
for Jof the Body; that will, to a notwithſtand- 
ing the Rottenneſs and Corruption that it 
paſſeth under by Death, and the many hun- 
Ired Years that the Fathers of the Old Te- 
ſtament Church, and the Apoſtles of the 
New, have been in their Graves, yet ſhall 
ive again; for all Things are poſſible with 
God ®, though it's a Myſtery that is above 
the Wiſdom of Men to comprehend. Oh! 
how did the Belief of chis Truth make Da- 
id ſay with Joy, Wilt thou ſhew Wonders to 
be Dead? Sball the Dead ariſe and praiſe 
thee ? Selah. Shall thy Loving-kindnefs be 
jeclared in the Grave] Or tby Paithfulnefs 
in Deſtruction o? His Soul rejoiced in this 
ruth; it was as a reviving Cordial to him 
nder the Conſideration of his Death; and 


has this Doctrine the Holy Ghoſt breaths Com- 
s, in fort in it, to all the Saints of God. Vea, 
5, 48 our Lives, of all Men, would be moſt mi- 


Perable, if our Hope did not extend beyond 
the Grave; nay, and we leave our Fleſh in 
ope there. If in this Life only e have _ 
in Chriſt, we are of all Men moſt miſerable d. 


Ma Matth. xixc 26. pal. Ixxxviii. 10. 21 Cor. xv. 19. 
167; | el me, | II. 
3 | 


A _ theſe Words, was future to him, and 


every Thing there is a Seaſon, and a Time ti 
every Purpoſe under the Heavens ®. 
has fer the Bounds of every Man, that we can' 


6 The Lord's Deſire 70 th 


II. We ſhall ene to ſhew, that all "y 

| Time of the Saints Conflicts and Trials here 
is limited and appointed: It's ſo with every 

Man, as we might ſhew; bur I ſhall con- 

fine my felt unto the Called of God. Al 

the Days of my appointed Time will I wait 

till my Change come. 

1. There is an appointed Timo for-our 
natural Birth into the World; we come in- 


to this World under a Divine Appointment 
or Purpoſe. 


None of theſe Things fall out 
by Chance; God's Purpoſes are greatly con. 
cerned about us, ſo long as we are in it; ant 
"a 8 equally concerned about our going out of 

Fob had paſt through the former, hi 
Birth purpoſe; but the latter, when be 


erefore his Faith and Patience was kept 
up, waiting till his Change came, till the 


Lord ſhould diſpatch the Meſſenger Death 


to ſummon him hence. 
guage of the wiſe Man Solomon, There 1s 


This is the Lan- 
Time to be born, and a Time to die: Nea, t 


For God 


paſs them; he has-number'd our Months“ 
Our Days here are like the Days of an Hire- 
ling, that are running out: Every Day 


* p Eccl. iii 152. 4 Job xiv. 5. 
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9 
* our 2 — or Nen of 
them none of us can tell; but the Lord, 
that great Arithmetician, who. knows the 
total Number of them, they are order'd by 
him: My Ty e faith Denne. are in thy 
Hast ide 

hs > nnd has. our Pune are num- 
ber'd and appointed; but the Word chat, we 
render in our Text, Appointed, ſignifies a 
Warfare; ſo Job makes uſe of it in Chap, 
vii. 1. 1s there not an appointed Time for 
Man on the Earth? Or, is there not a War- 
faring Time to Man upon Earth; Or, all 
the Days of my Warfare will I wait: 80 
Cam upon the Text *, Not only the pre- 
ciſe Time is fixed by. God, but all * Work, 
Sufferings, Temptations, and Trials of eve- 
ry kind, that we are to paſs through, are 
all determined by him; yet Job was. helped 
to ſay, he — wait all the Time of this 
Warfare, Oh! let it be obſerved, that 
from the firſt Moment that the Holy Ghoſt 
breathed, ſpiritual, Life into thy Soul, thou 
art called out to War; and how many are 
the ſharp Conflicts that paſs between Fleſh 
and Spirit, Sin and Grace, Faith and Unbe- 
lief, the new Creature and carnal Reaſon? 
And the ſharp Conteſts that there are between 
thee, and — that old Enemy of 25 Soul 


and mine ? For. we wreſtle not with; Fleſh and f 


S Val. VI. 533, . . t. 


: Pal. XXI. 13. 
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Blood only, but with flrong Printipalities and 
Powers,” and againſt the" Rulers of tht Dark- 
meſs of this World and againſt ſpiritual Wick: 
edneſs in high Places. fk; how often are 
thy Fears raifed on the Account of them, 
that thou ſhalt one Day periſh by the Hand 
of them ! yea, thou art ready to look upon for 
ſome of God's Worthies, that have for a 
Time been fluog in the Battle, and _— 
ed in the Warfare; and, with the grea 
Apoſtle, thou haſt been ready to ſay, Ob! 
wretched Man that” T am, or (tired out 
Man, as ſome read it) who ' ſhall deliver met 
yer, Soul, doſt thou not find the Arms of 
Jehovah underneath thee, notwithſtanding 
all thy Clouds and Darkneſs? Art not thou 
helped to ſay, as Fob, I will wait it}, it 
I will be at an End by and by? Tho” chineſ 
l Enemies are too much for thee, they are not 
ji too much for thy Captain; he will ſtand at 
Ih: thy Back to raiſe thee up when thou art 
ö thruſt down: Is he not at Times to out 


| Souls as a broad River to refreſh us? And 
doch he not give thee ſome Earneſt chat he 
||| 1 will in a little Time land thee on the other 
ſide of that peaceable Shore, where 16 Galli 
with Oars ſhall paſs fe” thereby . The Lord, 
by his Prophe ſpeaks to the Church in 
fuch a com cable Manner as this; to en- 
escurage her ſtill — 3 __— 00 


: Erk. 21. ge 7 n xxx, 21. 
Z . 5 II 1 | com- FA 


Wark, of bis Hands,” 11 
comfort. ye; my Peaple, ſaith your God, ſpeak 


ye comfortably to Jeruſalem, and cry unto her, 


that her Warfare is accompliſhed ; that is, it 
is ſet, and it will not exceed its Time; it 
will be over in a little Seaſon ; it may be 
with ſome of us before: the next Lord's Day, 
for we know not what a Day may bring 
forth; and, Now 1s your Saluation nearer 
than when ye firſt belteved *.  _ 

3. Let us obſerve, that this —— 
Time is wich ſome longer, and others ſhort- 
er; ſome of the Children of God are to be 
long engaged as Soldiers of Chriſt in this 
War, that have been in many a Campaign, 
and have received many Blows, and have 
got many a Scar in the Battle, and were 
ſometimes near to Death, in their own Ap- 


prehenſions, and concluded many a Time, 
that they ſhould be foiled and nee 


therein by the Devil, and the World, 

Corruptions, theſe Canaanites in the Look 
Yea, the Remembrance of theſe Things, 
and how the Lord has bound up the broken 
Bones of his fallen Children, and healed all 
their ſpiritual Diſeaſes, and forgiven them 
their Iniquities, makes them glory in the 
of their Salvation. Oh, the Com- 
forts and Conſolation he hath brought into 
your Souls afterward, when he hath healed 
your Backſlidings, and put up all! Nay, many 


2 Rom. xi. 11. 
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12 De Lord's Defire to the 

in this Warfare have fought their Way Seaſe 
through the Crowd of Trials and Sufferings, Þ then 
and have loſt their Lives in the Cauſe; theſe Þ ſtren 
are ſome of the Valiants of 7/-ae/, who loved Port 
not their Lives unto Death: Theſe bore the liſted 
Heat and Burden of the Day; The/e are you 
they which came up out of great Tribulation, our t 
and have waſhed their Robes in the Blood of War 
the Lamb y. Oh! how long are ſome wade- 
ing through this Wilderneſs full of Trials 
and Diſtreſſes, long, heavy, and great ones, 
almoſt wore out with them, yet the War- 
fare not at an End; like old Simeon, that 
can no longer handle the Sword or Spear, 
but can only wait, like Fob, preſſed down 
with Trial, for a Diſcharge: Lord, nou 
letteſt thou thy Servant depart in Peace. It 
may be, ſome of you have had a long Stand- 
ing in the Church, and your working Time 
being over, you long to go to Reſt, and lay 
down your Head in the Duſt ; but your Fa- 
ther has yet need of you here; he don't yet 
ſay to you, Come up hither; but you are hre g 
like Jacob, numbering up your Days; tho many 
you can't ſay with him, That the Dayt 'of Put by 
the Years of your Pilgrimage are an Hundred Hppoit 
and thirty Years*, yet you are ſaying, they are pr fey 
filled up with Trials; that you are at Times Þlear, 
preſſed under them, but he will bring you Thus 

to your Graves as a Shock of Corn in its 


| | 12 
Y Rev. vii. 14. R Luke I. 29. 755 a Gen. xlyii. 9. 2 + 
Rn | ; Seaſon ; 


Mort of his Hands. 13 

Seaſon * ; he will be your Joy and Crown 
then, and your preſent Support now, to 
ſtrengthen your Hearts, for he will be your 
Portion for ever ©. Some of you are juſt 
liſted under the Banner of Chriſt ; he dandles 
you upon his Knees ; you are not yet called 
out to put on the Coat of Mail to go out to 
War; it's the firſt Vear of your Eſpouſals, 
the Lord exempts you for the preſent, as of 
old he did them that were married, for the 
firſt Vear“; he gathers you with his Arms, 
and carries you in his Boſom ©, and makes 
your Cup run over with Joy. Vea, his 
oul defires the firſt ripe Fruits: Some of 
your Fruits are ſooner ripened in your Gar- 
dens than others. We read of Fruits put 
forth by the Sun f; that is, as in Nature the 
dun ripens ſome Fruits ſooner than others, 
0 in Grace (Converts made ſo by - Chriſt, 
he Sun of Righteouſneſs, are his F ruits) 
nd are often times ripened in a little 
mo Some are ſpeedily ripened, and ſo 
re gathered before others; others ſtand 

| many a Shock; and cold and pinching Blaſts, * 
ut by the Gardener gathered at laſt, at the 
ppointed Time: So let our Days be many 
r few, the Lord will do his Work com- 
leat, and then in his own Time gather them. 
Thus the Church anſwers the Daughters 


d Job v. 26. Pal. dnn 26. Deut. xxiv. 5. 
An, *. 14. 


of 


. — Io EDS. 


them; he has waſhed theſe Lilies, and 


_ thee then, Soul, that Thou art all farr *, and 


fed nope he had bur a ſhort eee 1 


| _ home at 23. 
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of Jeruſalem, My Beloved is gone down into hi; th 
Garden, ts the Bed of Spices, to feed in the 
Gardens, and to gather Lilies s. Chriſt takes 
pleaſure to gather his beautiful Ones, the 
Lilies in his Gardens; he has a Right to 


made them white in his own Blood. Sole 
mon, in all bis Glory, was not arrayed as 

theſe. Solomon's Attire was the Pro- 
duce of Mens Workmanſhip, but ſo was not 
the Lilies ; neither is the Adornings of the 
Saints, it's all of and from Chriſt himſelf; 
he maketh his Saints beautiful, as they arc 
in his own Eyes, and in their own too 
when they fee themſelves cover'd with that 
glorious Garment of Salvation, which is the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt; he ſaith himſelf off 


without ſpot; he makes thee perfect through 


that Comelineſs which he puts upon thee 'W '£ 
But obſerve what Chriſt doth in his Garden He 
not only feed his Lilies, but gathers them : 1 
(What is that? you may ſay) why, it's te i: 
tranſplant them into the Paradiſe of Gd C 
that they may ear of the Tree of Life: And Uny 
when he doth this, it's in his appointed Time] x 


not before. This was the Caſe of our deces 


© Sol. vi. 2. * Chap. iv. 7. i Back.) xvi. 114. r Rey. ii. 7. 
1 Had been a Member but 16 Months; the Lord began hi 
Work upon him when he was about 16 Years. old, and fie wi 


thi” 


o bi Ichis Church; be was called young, and 
the planted" young, and (gathered: 9 A the 
ales Lord was carrying on his Work apace, that 
the Ie might be made meet for Glory. His 
it to Lord's Days were his beſt Days, as he uſed 

and to ſay to me, and others; he hardly knew 
Colo. Nhat a Lord's Day was, but it was as the 
1 late of Heaven to him: He uſed 10 call 
Pro. them gleaning Times; nay, he was favour- 
s not d by our ſpiritual Boaz to glean amongſt 
F then he Sheaves, eſpecially at the Table of the 


rtf; Lord? and the laſt in particular (which was 
are be laſt Day he was with us) Oh'! how did 


ais Cup then run over with the Wine of the 

iagdom, in the Song we then cloſed the 
dupper: with, in the 2d Chapter of the Song 
f Solomon, ver. 5, 6,10. 0 
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And Under my Head his left Hand doth, _ 
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4. During this appointed Time he maker all, 
them meet for Glory, by performing bi ple: 
Work upon them, and leading them with this 

Job into a patient Submiſſion unto his Will ga! 
in waiting all the Days of their appointed whe 
Time: So that Patience muſt have its per: 
fect Work ». Though your Way — 
this Wilderneſs may be rugged and rough 
yet the Lord will guide you through it 
Holy Job experienced much of it; he is re. 
corded for his many and great Affliction; 
yet the Spirit of God held him up at Times 
that he did not fink under theſe Waters o 
Diſtreſs, though the Devil and his Wik: 
would have had him diſcharge himſell 
from the Warfare; but the Lord was witl 
him to uphold him: Shall we receive Goa 
at the Hand of the Lord and not Evil ? 8 
though we may ſometimes think the Lord 
deals hardly with us, and puts our Feet in 
to the Stocks, Chap. xiii. 27. of Affliction, 
yer all that while the Lord the Spirit 1 
working his Saints up in their Wills, in ſome 
good Meaſure, to be conformed unto hi 
Will; For as many as are led by the Spirit 
of God, they are the Sons of God ®. This i] Hope, 
"one Path the Spiric of the Lord leads hif 9:cauy 
People into, to bring them over to kiſs tha o F 
Rod; this is his ſanctifying Work upon the #7279 z 
Will; he will make you and I. 1 under | 


= James i. 4. | Jeb il 9, 10. | "+ Rain, vil. 14. 
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all, it's the Lord, let him do whatſoever 


pleaſeth him: None but the Lord can do 
this, our Natures are fo full of Rebellion 
againſt the Ways of the Lord, eſpecially 
when they are ſtrowed with Trials. It was 
with great Pleaſure that I obſerved, in our 
deceaſed Brother, not one complaining, or 
impatient Expreſſion, in all his Illneſs; tho” 


in the prime of his Days, and had pleaſing 


Proſpects before him, yer I could not per- 
ceive an unbounded Deſire after Life, but 
refigned unto the Will of God, willing to 
live or die, as it pleaſed the Lord; he was 
helped to juſtify him in what he was now 
about to do with him, and could ſay, It was 
a Cup that his Father had put into his Hand 
to drink, and ſhould he not drink it? So 
the Lord the Spirit conforms the Members 
in their Reſignation unto Chriſt the Head 
in all Things”; for by all theſe Trials we 


are made to know, that every Grace of the 
Spirit is working up unto a Fitneſs for Glo- 


ry. So that the Saints, at Times, can glo- 


ope maketh not aſhamed, 


tha our Hearts by the Holy Ghoſt, which is given 


. unto us * 


- P'Johm xvi, 11 1 Rom. v. 4, + 
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III. We ſhall now enter upon that which 
he is faid in the Text to wait for; Alf the 
Days of my appointed Time 1 will wait till 
my Change come. If it is aſked, what he 
meaneth by this etz in our Text? I an- 
{wer in general, it's Death that he ſpeaketh 
of. ob lived to ſee many Changes; he 
lived in a World ſubje& to Changes; The 
Faſhion of this World paſſeth away © ; he had 
Ch nges.in his Family; Breach upon Breach; 


jor ones; from ſtanding in high Eſteem in 


| Hypoerice and a wicked Man: Theſe were 
no. ſmall. Trials to him; but Fob knew, that 


for this Change ; and 


leſt we ſhould be at a loſs. to know. his 
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Mind, ſee how expreſs he is in this Matter *, 


TI know that thou wilt bring me to Death, 
and to the Houſe appointed for all Living, 


Theſe were the Thoughts of his Heart, 
Thou wilt call, and JI will anſwer; that is, 
call ro Death, by theſe providential Re- 
membrancers. As though he ſhould ſay, 
Every Pain that I now have, in this Condi- 
tion, ſpeaketh Death to me. This is one 
Way the Lord calls ro us. God's Voice is 
in eyery Providence; he ſpeaks in them and 


by them unto us. Thus he calls once, yea, 


twice, again and again, as he did to Heze- 


kiab, in his Sickneſs, Set thine Houſe in or- 


der, for thou ſhalt die and not live. The 
Change that Fob expected therefore to paſs 
under, was a Change by Death; he knew 
that it was appointed for Man once to die *. 


It was ſuch a Change he had never made, 


and ſhould make but once, as you and I 
ſhall in a little Time. There is no fleeing 
from this King of Terror; there is no buy- 
ing off this Change, or bribing of Death ; 
your deareſt Friends can't hold you, when 
God calls to this Change, how near and 
dear ſo ever they, may be to you in this Life: 
It's not the high and mighty, and noble 
Ones of this Earth, that can ſtand againſt 
Death; no, no, it will viſit the Throne as 
well as the Beggar upon the Dunghill, as 
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anſwer; and 


In this World the Saints have ſome Compa- 


20 The Lord's Deſire to the 


we have lately ſeen; and where there is no they 
more than Nature ir may well ſhock the heat 


| Perſon when it comes, for Death has a ſas tl 
_ dreadful Sting in it; The Sting of Death is of I 
Sin *; it binds over the Sinner to the laſt no r 


udgment, that is attended with the Curſe ; ¶ here 
after Death the Judgment; and as Death can 
finds the Man, ſo it leaves him; fo that if cern 
dut of Chriſt, a dreadful Change, for it is an I ther 
irreverſible one, for as the Tree falls ſo it dwe 
lieth?. But, Oh ! happy Change unto the None 
Saints. Fob believed it would be ſo to him, from 
and could fay, If the Lord called he would] 
you ſee the Ground upan 
which this is founded, for he knew that he 
had a living Redeemer, one that was to pay 
his Debrs, and deliver him from going 
gown to the Pit *: And therefore to all ſuch 
Perſons let this Change come when it will, 
it ſhall go well with them; Say ye 10 the 
Righteous, it ſhall go well with them*, Oh! 
bleſſed Change, from Mortality to Immor- 
tality. Let us deſcend to ſome Particulars, 
and ſhew, hy! Death IS called a Change: 
And, | 
I. By Death we change our Company. 


ny that troubles them, and is as bad to them 
as the Wicked in Lot's Day were to him, 


= 1 Cor. xv. 56. 


Eccleſ. xi. 3. | b 
7 Job: XXXIV. 24. 


2 IIa. iii. 10. e q 


they 


mord of his Hands. ut 


is no fl they vex our righteous Souls“, while we 


the hear them belch out ſuch Oaths and Curſes, 
has a (las though they were infernal Spirits let out 
tþ i; of Hell amongſt us; theſe we ſhall then be 
> lat no more troubled with, but while you are 
urſe ; here Providence has ſo ordered ic that you 


Jeath can't avoid them; your Buſineſs and Con- 
nat if cerns of Life caſt them in your Way; nay, 
is an there is the Corruption of our Natures, In- 
ſo it dwelling-Sin, it's a Companion, and a cloſe 
» the None too, that we can't get rid of, nor run 
him, from it if we would; though we don't like 
ould Mit, yet we can't get free from it; oh! how it 


made an Apoſtle, with all his Gifts and 
Grace, to call out, O wretched Man, who 
all deliver me from this Body of Death<! 
All his Bonds were not to him, to make him 


Well, at Death we ſhall ſee them, nor com- 
plain of them no more; yea, by Death we 
change Company with regard unto the 
Saints themſelves, we leave the imperfect 
part of them to go to the Spirits of the Juſt 
made perfect. Don't your Souls ſometimes 
long to be with them, to be gathered to your 
pany. People or Company? Oh! the Way to them 
mpa- through the Waters of Jordan, but the 
them Lord hath promiſed to be with thee in theſe 
him, Waters: When thou paſſeſt through the Ma- 
I ers, I will be with tbee. The Saints are not 
vg Pet. i. 8. © Rom. vii. 24. 
? Heb, xii. 29, © Ifaalliii.2, 


{cry out as this Body of Sin and Death did. 


now 


4 Place for you ; and if I go and prepare # 


you tomy ſelf, that where I am, there ye ma) 
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new Strangers to one another, but Fellow. 
Citizens of the ſame City; but this River eb 
$ them from us, and we from them, but 
through it Chriſt: will carry us; we ſhall 
not be Strangers unto them then, any more 
than we were here; we ſhall haye Pleaſure 
in their Company, and; Joys and. Worſhip; 
theſe are the Companions we are bound to, 
and go to by Death; there ſhall then be x 
perfect Harmony in all that glorious Com- 
pany, The Inhabitants do not ſay they art 
Hab, for the People there bave their Iniquitie 
forgiven them. There the Wicked ceaſe fron 
: traubling, and there the Weary be at reſt s. 
2. By Death we change our Places. Our 
Refidence for a Time is in this World 
but this is not our home; we are bound to 
another Country, even to Heaven it {elf 
into which Chriſt is locally entered, For th 
Heavens muſt receive him till tbe Ti zmes 0 
Reſtitution of all Things; that is the Re- 
fidence of the Spirits of the Juſt made per- 
fect; that is the Manſion-Houſe that out 
Lord told his Diſciples of, that he was going 
to prepare a Place for them in. I my Fa- 
ther s Houſe are many Manſions, if it wert 
mot ſo I would have told you, I go to prepart 


Place far you, I will come again and receivt 


F Ifa, ii. 24. Job iii. 179, Ads iii. 21. John 
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low. Be 4% . Heaven, he tells us, is his Fac 


Liver kber's Houſe; -afd it is for us to dwell id. 
but The World in which we now are is a Wil 
ſhall Herneſs, a howling Wilderneſs, through 
more ich you and I at preſent are called to tra- 
el, and like Travellers on the Road, we 
ut in to ſome Inn or another for Entertain 
ment and Refreſhment by the Way; and 
ometimes che Entertainment is better than 


y artfpow and then a Promiſe, and at other Times 
uitiaſ pleaſant Proſpect of the City afar off, that 
 fronMWoodly City, to which we are bound; but 
he beſt Accommodation we meet with at an 
nn is not like what we have at home; our 


o be at it. Oh! How is it with your 
Jearts ? Ate they not at Times raiſed te 
Raven, your Father's Houſt? For here we 
Ire but- Strangers and Pilgrims, as all our 
athers were; for fo long as we are in the 
ody fo long are we abſent from the Lord, 
here fore our Souls defire at Times to be abc 
ent from the Body, that We might be pre- 
ent with the Lerd . Are there not Deſires 
f Soul wrought by the Spirit of God in 

hee to be with Chriſt? For that is + — 


ppermoſt upon their Hearts; he is the 
hiefeſt Object of Delight to us here, and 


ce ive 
ye ma) 


ii, 21. John iy. . 1 Cor. v. 6, 758. 


1 _ 


t other Times, juſt as our Lord makes it; 


carts are there, and we talk of it, and want 


he Saints long to be diſſolved for; that's © 


Angels, and the Spirits of the Juſt made 


LEG 


is the great Deſire of our Hearts; and to 


there: For I am in @ r betwixt tun 


lot had given the Word of Command, bu 


24 The Lord's Dehne zo the 


will be ſo unto us there, that we can't ref anc 
till we are with him. To converſe with 


perfect is much; but to ſee Chriſt, and t 
— with Chriſt in our glorified Nature 


know more of him, and of God in Chriſt 
is that which we are born unto, as we hav 
paſſed from Death unto Life; ſo that all the 
pleaſant Entertainments we have here i 
Goſpel- Ordinances and Promiſes, only ſer 
to ſharpen our ſpiritual Appetites after He⸗ 
ven, our home, and that, becauſe Chriſt i 
his B. 
of hit 
where 
Here 
omf 


baving a Defire to depart, and to be will 
Chriſt, which is far better. The Apoſtl 
had ſer Sail for Heaven before the great Pi 


was Wind-bound by the Need the Churd foth ; 
of Chriſt had of him. It's Chriſt's Preſenqbf ou 
that makes a Child of God long to die, Yſhhen v 
be with him, and to be more acquainte optio 
with the great Myſteries of God in all Mall tl 
Perſon, Love and Grace, than we can takKWorroy 
in of them in this imper fect State, For niyhere; 
woe ſee through a Glaſs darkly, but then Fa. hang 
to Face: Now we know but in part, tau, Lo, 
all we know as we are known”, gain; 
. By Death we change our Comfortyyy,, 7, 

not for Kind, but for Degree and Contin mv tha 
2 Phil. i. 23. » 1 Cor. xii, 12: a ] 


— 


3 


1 . anc 


\ * Work of his Hande. 25 
t refifÞ ance, Here we have, now and then, ſome 
- with Flowings 1 in of Confolation upon our Souls, 
made but it don't abide. We are like muſical In- 
and toſ ſtruments, that are often out of Tune, and 
ature need much Repairing; but Fob had this as 
nd ta a Stay to his Faith, that then it ſhould be 
>hrilt otherwiſe when his Change came. Weeping 
e hay may endure for a Night, but Joy cometh in 
all the the Morning. Here we come up to Ordi- 
ere iii nances, and ſometimes meet with a good 
ſery Day; again we attend, and we go away 
r Hea fad, becauſe we found not him whom our 
riſt MSouls love; ſometimes we ſee the King in 
t tung his Beauty, and at other Seaſons loſe ſight 
? wWiWof him, which makes the Soul long to be 
\poſtiMiwhere our Harps will never be out of cune. 
eat FI Here is much Fluctuation in our Joys and 
d, buKComforts, they ebb and flow as the Tide 
.hurcWoch ; Sin and Satan, and Unbelief, rob us 
eſenqſpf our Comforts, and damp our Joys; but 
die, then we ſhall make Melody without Inter- 
aintFuntion, in our Hearts, to the Lord; we 
all Mall then have a erpetual Ro from all owe 
n tag porrows, and Fears, and hard Bondage, 
or nFwherein we were made to ſerve. This 
n FaKChange will compleat all. 27 now, ſaith 
f, thr Lord, have Sorrow ; but I wall fee you 
gain; ow your n ſhall rejoice, and 
our Foy no Man taketh from you. It's only 
ow that we have Sorrow, it will be all over 


nforts 
Mntin 


- Pfal. xXx. 5. | | 0 Iſa. XIV, 3. 
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26 The Lord's Deſire to the 

and done with on the other Side; it's only 

here that you have your Troubles and Fears, 
and Caſtings down, for theſe Things are all 
temporal, they will vaniſh away anon, when 
eternal Things take place; the one is limit. 
ed, the other unlimited. Now you have 
Sorrow, but Chriſt will ſee you again, and 

then your Joy ſhall remain, and be full. 

The Preſence of Chriſt here to us, is but 

like the Viſit of a Traveller-that turns in to 
tarry but for a Night, and on a ſudden he i 
gone. There is no Sorrow like this unto a 
Child of God, when the Sun of Righteoul- 

1 neſs withdraws, or ſets in a Cloud; that we 
| 8 Can't tell how to bear, yet this is the Way 
13 the Lord leads his People till this Change 
come. This our Brother experienced, when 
he ſaid to one of this Church a few Day 
before he died, he ſhould doubtleſs come 
again with Rejoicing, bringing his Sheave 
with him”, The beſt Viſit, next to that 
he made you, when he firſt ſhined inte 
your Souls, as the Day-ſtar from on high 
will be this at Death, when this Change 
comes ; for then he will change your Com 
forts, not for Kind, but for Degree, which 
ſhall be ever flowing and abiding; for the 
Lord Chriſt will lead you to Fountains of li 
ving Waters, and God ſhall wipe away al h 
Tears from your Eyes. You will then haveſi 
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Work of his Hands. 27 
F ountain Head for ever. 


ben Iv. We ſhall alſo ſhew you, what Work 
this is in the Text that Fob ſpeaketh of, and 
take notice, that the Lord hath a Deſire to 


that the Saints, who are born from above, 
ſhould have a Deſire to be where Chriſt i is, 
, Wand cannot reſt till it is accompliſhed: 
Whom have I in Heaven but thee? And there 
one upon the Earth that J defire beſides 
bee r. But for the Lord himſelf, in all his 
lorious Perſons, to have a Deſire unto the 
ork of his own Hands, and will have it 
0, this made holy ob break forth in thoſe 
ords, Chap. vii. 17, What is Man that thou 
ouldeſt magnify him? And that thou ſhouldeſt 
Wet thine Heart upon him? For thou ſhalt call 
dT will anfiver, for thou ſhalt have a De- 
re unto the Work of thine Hands, We ſhall 
ew therefore, what this Work is in the 
Wext that Job ſpeaks of; and what Deſire 
S0 his is alſo of the Lord's. 
hic. 1. We would by this Work underſtand 
he Work of God u on the Souls of his 
Feople: This is a glorious Work, and his 


be Spirit of God, and will not be com- 
eated till this Change paſs N us, The 


2 Pal, bai. 25. 


done with Ciſtern Comforts, and live at the 


this Work of his Hands. It's no wonder, 


f Work by way of Eminency ; z It's wr ought by | 
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it on unto the Day of Chriſt *. 


Change come. 


that bath made us, 0 not we our ſelves; 
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28 The Lord's Dejre to the 

Apoſtle Paul calls it a good Work; Being 
confident of this very T, hing, that be 150 
bath begun a good Work in you, will cart) 
It's but begun 
in you, and it will not be finiſhed till your 
Oh! how often are you in 
fear that this Work of God in you will be 
deſtroyed, by reaſon of Indwelling-Sin and 
Corruption, and the Power of the World 
and Satan combining together againſt thee! 
And fo it would, if the Lord had not a De- 
fire to this Work, to compleat and finiſh it, 
and that by the exceeding Greatneſs of hi 


Power. Ohl what Exertion of his Almighty 


Power is laid out to maintain that Work in 
thy Soul! Fob was as firm a Believer of the 
Doctrine of the Saints final Perſeverance, ag 
ever. the great Apoſtle”. himſelf was; and 
knew upon what Foundation it. ſtood, a 
well as the Apoſtle Paul. Job knew it was 
owing unto a living Redeemer ; My Redeem: 
er livetb; and, becauſe Chriſt lives we ſhah 
live alſo*,, The Saints, from this Work of 
God in them, are called his Workmanſhip 
in a ſpecial Manner; It's he, ſaid David. 


that 1s, made us Saints, the Sheep of his Pa- 


flures, that feed there, and that have heard 


his Voice * „and felt his Power v. \T heſe 


C Phil. i. 6. 
e John x. 27. 


8 John xiv. 19. 


Pal. c. 3. 
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ſhall ſhew forth his Praiſe * 


Work f his Hands. 29 


are 2 People formed for himſelf, and they 
My hey c can and 
do ſpeak of his Power, Love, and Grace, 
as the Church in that P/alm attributes what 
ſhe is unto the Lord, He hath made us, and 
not we our ſelves; no, to quicken and raiſe 
a Sinner from out of the Grave of Sin, 1s as 
much above the Work of Men or Angels, 
as to raiſe a Man corporally dead is above 
their Power. Well Soul, fear not, for he 
that is in thee, and for thee, is greater than 
all thine Enemies againſt thee, and he will 
iniſh his Work, Men may begin a curious 
Work and can't finiſh it; Death may put 
a ſtop to itz or they may want Power to 
effect it; or for their own Pleaſure deſtroy 
it, but it's not ſo here. Death don't deſtroy 
this Work, the Lord will not, nor Sin, nor 
the Devil, mall not; for as he is the Author, 
ſo he will be the Finiſher of your Faith; 
he will, maugre all Attempts that are made 
againſt the Soul, in whom he hath begun this 
Work, and give the finiſhing Stroke unto ic 
at this Change of thine, when you ſhall be 
ſanctified wholly in Soul, Body, and Spi- 
tit *. 

2. The Reſurrection of the Body i is alſo 
another Work of God's Hands, which he 
will have a Deſire unto, That curious Fa- 


x Tf. xliii. 21. 


od Heb, xii. 2 85 
2 1 Theſ. v. 23. | 


brick, 


30 The Lord's Defire zo the 


brick, which was wrought by him, framed, 


erected, and ſet up, when thou waſt formed 


in the loweſt Parts of the Earth“; this, 


though crumbled into Duſt, he will have 


a Deſire to, to raiſe it up again; the Bo- 


dies of his Saints, to the Honour of his 


Grace; and thoſe of the Wicked, to the 


Diſplay of his Juſtice, to all Eternity. It's 
the former of theſe that Job had in view; 
for the Bodies of the Saints are the Price of 
Chriſt's Blood, and the Temples of the Ho- 


ly Ghoſt; too great to lay for ever under 
the Arreſts of Death, and the Power of the 


Grave. Job knew, chat God his Redeemer 


would do this for him, and therefore he 
could lay his Head down in the Duſt with 


Joy 1555, ſhalt call, and I will anſwer. His 
leſn tne in hope of a certain Reſurrecti- 


on unto eternal Life; when Chriſt ſhould 


call him out of the Bed of Duſt, I'll anſwer, 


for thou wilt have a Deſire to the Work of 


bie Hands. The Union of Soul and Body 


is the Lord's Work, and he will effect it, 


that both Soul and Body may ſhare the 


_ Glory of that Day, when Mortality ſhall 


put on Immortality, and theſe vile Bodies 


— Faſhioned like unto bis glorious Body, accord. 


unto the Working whereby he is a Je even to 


febdue all Things unto himſelf „and your 


Defires and the Lord's meet 1n the ſame 


* Pla cxxxix. 15. v Phil, i. 21, 


wy.” Thing: 


hing; for we ſhall then Sebold his Face 


8 1 Righteouſneſs, and be ſatisfied when we 

1 awake with his Likeneſs; which will be the 

News appineſs * all the Saints, Praiſe ye tbe 
. 

7 3. But we ſhould take notice whoſe De- 

un Wire it is, not Man's, nor Angels; the Work 


poken of is roo great for them, bur it's the 
Deſire of the great (Jehovah) of whom Fob 
ad been ſpeaking in the former Chapters, 
ind to whom he here addreſſes himſelf, 


fs Thou ſhalt call; that is, thou, O Lord, who 
3 be dnly art able to raiſe the Dead. And this 
f ene Work, or Deſire, is an united Deſire of all 
* he Perſons in the Trinity ; they are all of 
ich bem concerned in it, and equally ſo: God 


the Father will have a Deſire to the Work 
df his Hands, as he hath choſen them unto 


orld; ſo that he will bring them up 


72 Meg Dead, that he may not loſe one 
4 ji df them; he will ranſom them from the 
od power of the Grave, and redeem them from 


Death, and ſay, 0 Death, I will be thy 
Plague; O Grave, I will be thy Deſtructi-— 


hriſt alſo hath a Concern in this Work, 
and a great one, for it's founded upon Uai- 
on and Relation unto. all his, as well as un- 


to Job; he hath A Deſire to the Work of 


' © Pfal, xvii. I5. 
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alvation, before the Foundation of the 


n, Repentance Hall be bid from my Eye.. 


hi 
* o 


22 


ther hath entruſted all his in the Hands 0 


riſe firft ©. He will then ſee that his Bloot 
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32 The Lord's Defire to the 


his Hands; his Deſire is ſtrong and ardenf vou 


after this Work, that he may ſee his Seed (out 


perfectly raiſed, that he travelled for, an we 
bore their Sins, when he was made Sin fooft t 
them; he will not ſuffer the Loſs of one 0 with 
them; nay, he muſt not, for God the Fa of h 


Chriſt, wich this Charge, that he rai 
them in the laſt Day. This is the Father 
Will which has ſent me, that of all which h 
bath given me I ſhould loſe nothing, but rail 
it up again at the laſt Day; for Chriſt i 
both the meritorious Cauſe, as well as thi 
efficient Cauſe of the Reſurrection of the 
Saints Bodies; for the Dead in Chri/t ſhall 


was not ſhed in vain, but he will then rai 
up all them that he has bought at the 
Hand of Juſtice; yea, he is the Patte 
and Exemplar of our Reſurrection, for ii 
that Morning we are to be made like hin 
and conformed unto his Image. Oh, glo- 
rious Day ! when we ſhall be like him' 
The Church, in the Song, might well re- 
joice, and ſay, 1 am my Beloved's, in Life 
and at Death, for Death can't ſeparate uz 
from the Love of God, and his Defire is to- 
wards me s. It's not your going into . theſſ® 
Grave that will abate Chriſt's Deſire after 


—— 


C John vi. 39. * 1 Theſl. iv. 16. 
f 1 John iii. 2. $ Cant. vii. 10. 


„ you; 


= » Work of bis Hands, 33 
ardenfl you; no, it's not with him as it is with us 
is See (out of Sight out of Mind, we ſay.) When 
Ir, an we bury our Dead out of fight, Time wears 
Jin folloff the it emembrance of them; but not ſo 
one with Chriſt, for his Deſire after the Work 
he Fafof his Hande is ſuch, that he will bring 
ands ous up out of the horrible Pit of Mire and 
e rail Clay, though we ſhall have lain long 
at ber lamongſt the Clods of the Valley, and will 
hich Mmake us ſing. Oh ! he will viſic your Graves, 
it rails he did Lazarus, and ſay, Come forth: 
hriſt le will give you a gentle Touch, and ſay, 
as this high Time to awake out of Sleep, Awake 


of th fing, will be the Word of Command, 
ft ſhall99u that dwelleſt in the Duſt, for thy Dew 


s-as the Dew of Herbs: And the Earth 


Blood | 
ball caſt out the Dead*. Chriſt hath the 


n rails | 

at they of Hell and of Death; that is, of the 
>atternffſÞrave, and none can turn thee into the 
for i rave but he; and none can let thee out 


ut he; and he will, for he hath a 
fire: to the Work of his Hands: Nay, 

him s parc of his Interceſſion in Heaven, and 
ell re muſt be anſwer' d, For bim the Father. 
n Liſcheareth alway. Father, TI will, that they 
rate Us Y whom, thou baſt given me, be with me, 
» is to- ere I am, that they may bebold my Glory * 1 
to theſÞÞd, how can this be, without the Body 
> after ing raiſed ? Beſides," the Holy Spirit of 


e him 
FE glos 


o Job xx5. 33- 116, XXVi. 1 
* John xvii. 24. * 
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34 De Lord's Deßre ro the 
God has a glorious Hand in this Work Adep⸗ 
the Bodies of the Saints are the Temple offjbe | 
the Holy Ghoſt, and will he let his Templeſſfull. 
lie always under the Rubbiſh of Rottenneſſdeſię 
and Corruption? No, for he that hath ſealeQyneve 
| thee unto the Day of Redemption, in thagſjfer t 
Day, will raiſe thee to it, and put thee intq mak 
the Poſſeſſion of it. But if the Spirit qfffpair 
him that raiſed up Yeſus from the Deadſbe tl 
dwell in you; he that raiſed up Chrijt frombas t 
the Dead ſhall alſo quicken your mortal BoffAnd 
dies, by his Spirit that dwelletb in you Lyes, 
Thus Father, Son, and Spirit, are concern her 
ed in this glorious Work; he will have % 4: 
Deſire to the Work of his Hands. are d 
4. and Laſtly, This Deſire of the Lordi with 
is an abiding Deſire; nothing can fruſtrauſ 2 
it, or make it void; there can be no Chang Wor- 


in it. Men may deſire and approve of ment 
Thing to Day, and repent of it to Morro + 
but ſo don't the Lord; this Deſire of hi 1/7. 


unto his Saints, as the Work of his Handftave 
will be for ever; it's a Part of the Glorfthrou 
comprized in that Text, The Griffs angJou'le 
Callings of God are without Repentanct ſings 
His firſt Purpoſe of Love and Grace tqQutt b 
wards his own, was, that they ſhould ed tc 
to the Praiſe of the Glory of his Grace a ve 
for ever to enjoy him; and he never wiſſears, 
*R 


1 Rom. viii. 11, © Chap. xi, 29. 


2 Eph. i. 6. 


Work depart from that, nor ſuffer his Purpoſe to 
iple offfbe broken. He will put them into the 
empleſfullof that prepared Glory, which he has 
tenneſiſdeſigned them for; then, Soul, thou ſhalc 
ſealed never more go out of his Profence, or ſuf- 
in thatffer the Loſs of it, for the Lord will then 
ee intqq make thee a Pillar in his Temple, and thou 
irit Malt go no more out. This Change, as it will 
Deadſbe thy laſt, ſo Death, and every Thing that 
# fronfſþas tried thee here, will then have an End, 
tal BoAnd God will wipe away all Tears from thine 
1 yo yes, and there ſhall be no more Death, nei- 
zncernftber. Sorrow, nor Crying, neither \ ſhall there 
have e any more Pain, for ibe former Things 
are dine away v: And fo ſhall we be forever 
Lordfvith the Lord, add filled with all the Ful- 
ruſtratſieſs of God, I ſhall ſhut up all with two 
Chang Words by way of Comfort and A 
5e of ment. And, G 
[orrov 


of bf} 17. Mints the Aged of the Flock, that 
Handfſtave had many Years of Trial, and gone 
- Glorfthrough Service and Labour for the Lord; 
frs anhou ſee how ſovereign the Lord is in his Deal- 
tanceings. unto: the Children of Men; ſome that 
ace tijjuſt bud forth in Grace are inſtantly remo- 
2uld Wed to Glory; and many of you, it may be, 
Jract have ſtood in the Lord's Houſe many 
ver wi Tears,” vou wait nee and think i it long; 


Rev. il 12. » Chap, . 
3 Eph. iii. 9. | 
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36 The Lord's Defrre to the 
but he don't forget you; his Chariots wil 
be ſent for you. In a little Time he wil 
give his Angels charge to convey you home, 
for you are upon his Heart; yea, cannot 
you look back in this long Pilgrimage wit 
Pleaſure, to ſee how he has provided for 
vou, and taken Care of you; how his Love 
1 Grace has, from the Morning of your 
Converſion, been your Support and Joy 
And, will he leave you now? No, no. Se 
what the Spirit of God in that Promik 
ſpeaketh to ſuch, Even to your old Age I 4 
be; and even to boary Hairs will T carr 
you: ¶ have made, and I will bear you, eve 
Iwill carry and will deliver yo. Has ht 
been a barren Wilderneſs to your Souls! 
Have you not found in every pinch of Dit 
fieulties, that he has put his everlaſting Arm 
underneath you, to ſupport, comfort, anc 
ſtrengthen you? And this Promiſer will b 
with you, and deliver you in the laſt Tris 
of Life, that when your Fleſh and Hea 
may fail you, he will be the Strength o 
your Heart, and your Portion for ever. 
will carry and deliver, you ſhall not fink ii Apo 
deep Waters; no, he will not forſake you ſaich 
when your Strength faileth *. +: Wor 
[| i 2. There is a Voice in chis Rrokidence it, y 
__— | this ſudden Stroke, to you that are thy ſari 
1 Young of the F lock, who converſed with is y 
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ſtened with Marrow *. 


e little Flock will ſtand 
* and the Wicked, muſt not come nigh 


« Unto himſelf, 4 
and you have yours before you; you are 
ſtill to ſerve the Lord in his Church, and 
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him the other Day, and who took ſweet 


Counſel together (but now he is no more) he 
is entered into the Joy of his Lord ; taken off 


in the Flower of his Days, in his fall Strength, 


bis Breaſts full of Milk, and bis Bones moi- 
He has finiſhed- his 
Courſe, and that with Joy. Oh! with what 
Pleaſure did he break forth in thoſe Words 
of Joy to one of you, I have been a poor 
e Sheep caught in the Briars of the Wil- 
te derneſs, yet, ſaith he, I have been waſh- 
% ed, and made white, and at the great 
e Day ſhall ſtand adorned with the Marri- 
* age Robe of the Lamb, and be amongſt 
* that happy Number, when be will ſay, 
% Behold 1, and the Children thou baſt given + 
« me, Oh! then, ſaich he, Chriſt. and his 
together ; Satan, 


«© them; and thus he will receive his Saints 
But his Work is done, 


wait on him, and work for him. The 


Apoſtle John ſpeaking to young Converts, 


faith of them, that they are frong, and the 
Word of God abides in them*. Oh! look to 


it, your Strength is in Chriſt your Adver- 
ſaries are many and ſtrong; but Chriſt, who 
is your Righteouſneſs and Strength, is an 


8 Job ax 23, 24. * z Johnii. 14. 


Over- 


: # 


38 The Lord's Defire to ube 


Over- match for all that are againſt you, || ral: 
Truſt not to your own Strength, to fight or || der 
war againſt any of your ſpiritual Enemies, I b. 
nor to Grace received, but be ſtrong in ha/# 
the Grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus. You | Fact 
have need of daily Supplies of Grace to help Þ as h 
you in all your Times of Trouble, eſpecial- of C 
Iy when you are conflicting with Fleſh and and 
Blood, and with Principalities and Powers; f the 
but you have a Throne of Grace to go un- ſ wall 
to, therefore ply the Throne, let the Lori ¶ably 
hear often from you, it will turn to your whe 
ſpiritual Account. It may be, the next Way, 
Voice of Death amongſt us may be to ſome Why 1 
of you; Watch ye, therefore,” for ye know 
not when the Maſter of the Houſe' cometh, at 
Even, or at Midnight, or at the Cock-crow- 
ing, or in the Morning; left coming ſuddenh 
be find: you ſleeping ;/ and what I ſay unto you, 
Tfay-unto all, Watch, The Lord ſpeaks by 
his Voice to us all, for we W not but 
he may call ſome of us this N ighr. Oh! 
how is it with you? Are you aſleep or 
awake ? It's a ſad: Omen, when Saints are 
aſleep (bleſſed be God, it was not ſo with 
our departed Brother) yet it's rare to find it 
otherwiſe; this lethargick Spirit is a ſpread- 
ing Evil in this Day, the wiſe Virgins are 
hardly known from the fooliſh. It may 
be, you young Converts, your Love is yet 
perſuing hard after Chriſt; it's the Time of 


your firſt * but how is it in 3 
20 ra 
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Work of bis Handi. 


39 
ral amongſt the Saints? Do we not come un- 
der that Charge againſt Epheſus? Nevertheleſs 
J have ſomewhat againſt thee, becauſe thou 


baſt left thy firſt Love. Should not this 
Face of Things ſend us to the Throne, that 
as he hath given us a Standing in the Church 


of God, he would trim our Lamps for us, 


and gird our Loins, and put the Staff of 


the Promiſe into our Hands, that we may 
walk Uſefully, Honourably, and Comfort- 
ably before him, all our Days; and that, 
when he calls, we may, with Job, anſwer and 
ſay, T hou wilt have a Defire to the Work of 
thy Hands. 
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